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know the vagaries of examiners will realize the truth of
the story. Barker carried the bitterness of it throughout
the years and never forgave the injustice. He was fond
of telling the story, and at his death it appeared in many
of the notices written of his career.                               ,

Meanwhile I was trying in vain in January 1889 to
get a job in a school. Unexpectedly I got one at the
beginning of February through the good offices of an old
friend, the " Mr. Park " who had been for some year
our tutor on the old farm. Park, after his tutorship ended
in 1881, had gone back to college, finished his course in
Arts and had gone into teaching. At this time he occupied
the position of headmaster of Uxbridge High School.
He wrote to me to say that a modern language teacher
was needed at the school and if I applied for the post he
didn't doubt that his recommendation would get it for
me. This turned out to be true, and in due course I
drove over to Uxbridge and found myself installed as
teacher of modern languages in the bright new red-
brick High School that had recently been added to the
town's attractions.

Uxbridge was then a town of about 1,500 people,
situated nowhere in particular on the high ground between
Lake Ontario and Lake Simcoe: one of those agricultural
centres that grew up around a grist-mill and a sawmill
when the settlers moved in, grew to a certain extent and
then planted trees in the street to replace the shattered
forests and fell asleep under the trees. Uxbridge, as its
name shows and as the adjacent township of Brock
indicate, belongs among the settlements that followed the
Great War (once so called) when the Battle of Waterloo
and Lord Uxbridge as a Waterloo hero and General
Brock's heroic death at Queenstown Heights were
memories of yesterday. Around the town were settled a
fine class of British, and as beside my village of Sutton its
main street with a flood of light from the shop windows
looked quite metropolitan. It had the usual equipment
of taverns and churches, but was a clean Bright orderly